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 Iranian Studies, volume 31, numbers 3-4, Summer/Fall 1998

 Keith Hitchins

 Neighboring Cultures: Central Asia, Afghanistan, China

 THE COVERAGE ACCORDED CENTRAL ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN IN THE

 Encyclopaedia Iranica is remarkably broad. No significant aspect-geography,
 history, the economy, society, or culture-has been neglected, while the articles
 on the Iranian religious, economic, and cultural presence in China summarize
 existing scholarship and suggest new avenues of investigation. Taken together,
 the articles on Afghanistan provide an assessment of its unique place within the
 Iranian world, while those on Central Asia and China evaluate the importance of
 Iranian influences and trace the fate of Iranian peoples and cultures. Numerous
 articles stand as original contributions to their respective subjects and contain
 up-to-date and, in many cases, exhaustive bibliographies.

 1. Central Asia

 In defining Central Asia, the Encyclopaedia follows the current scholarly prac-
 tice of dividing the region in two: a western part, corresponding roughly to the
 territory between the Caspian Sea and the Tien Shan occupied by the present-day
 republics of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan and the west-
 ern and southern portions of Kazakhstan, and an eastern part, comprising
 Xinjiang province of China (the old East or Chinese Turkestan), the northern and
 eastern portions of Kazakhstan, Tibet and the Gobi Desert. Although the major-
 ity of Western scholars call the western part Central Asia, the E!r embraces the
 entire region as the best means of assessing the full extent of Iranian influence.
 The survey article CENTRAL ASIA i. Geography offers a concise description of
 mountain chains and deserts, the sources and importance of water, and climate.
 The article is up-to-date and mentions the environmental consequences of Soviet
 economic policies, which have, among other things, caused the shrinking of the
 Aral Sea. But the eastern part of Central Asia, as defined in the Elr, is for the
 most part neglected. Here a Chinese bibliography on Xinjiang and, for the region
 as a whole, works in Russian and indigenous languages could be added to the
 bibliography. Individual articles are devoted to prominent physical features, such
 as AMU DARYA and the ARAL SEA and to many less important ones, such as
 AQSU, a river in the Amu Darya system, and BAND-E TORKESTAN, a moun-
 tain range in northwestern Afghanistan. They deal mainly with physical geogra-
 phy and provide current data.

 The EIr presents a comprehensive survey of the history of Central Asia
 from the Paleolithic to the 1990s. Two articles assess the progress of archaeo-
 logical investigations. The first, ARCHEOLOGY v. Pre-Islamic Central Asia
 (V. M. Masson), informs us that the large-scale, systematic study of archaeo-

 Keith Hitchins is Professor of History, University of Illinois.
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 logical sites began only in the 1920s and 1930s, when Academies of Science in
 the Central Asian republics provided regular institutional support. It pays par-
 ticular attention to pre-historic times and to the Kushan period (lst-4th c. A.D.),
 which, it maintains, marked the highest level of ancient urban civilization in

 Central Asia. Exemplary is the succinct description of Zar Tepe as a typical
 urban settlement. Little is done, however, to fill the gaps in our knowledge of

 the Greco-Bactrian kingdom (250-140 B.C.), which archaeologists have, in gen-
 eral, neglected. Important also is the account of discoveries made at the sites of
 Sogdian urban centers of the 6th-8th centuries, such as AFRASIAB and
 Panjikent, which reveal a distinct Sogdian culture that had much influence on
 neighboring regions.

 The second article ARCHEOLOGY vii. Islamic Central Asia (G. A.
 Pugachenkova and E. V. Rtveladze) covers the period after the Arab conquest of
 Central Asia from the middle of the 7th to the early 8th century. Core themes are
 the evolution of town structures, which changed radically in the 11th and 12th
 centuries, and of villages, especially those where irrigation was a major determi-
 nant of structures, and the disruption of both town and village life caused by the
 Mongol invasion of the 13th century. Other articles such as that on
 DAL'VERZIN TEPE (G. A. Pugachenkova), in southern Uzbekistan, the capital
 of the Yueh-chih and an important center during the Kushan period, are original
 contributions to knowledge. Here the author has based her descriptions of the
 architecture and sculpture of the site on excavations she herself has supervised.

 Six general articles offer a solid introduction to the history of Central Asia
 from early times to the 1980s. Their authors not only present the basic informa-
 tion, but they also discuss sources and emphasize the major turning- points in
 the evolution of the region. CENTRAL ASIA iii. In pre-Islamic times (R. Frye)
 calls attention to the settlement and early history of the Iranian peoples, the
 importance of the Silk Road in establishing links between China and Central
 Asia, the movement of Altaic-speaking peoples into the steppes, which pushed
 the Iranians to the west and south, and the expansion of Buddhism. The bibliog-
 raphy is wide-ranging. CENTRAL ASIA iv. In the Islamic period up to the
 Mongols (C.E. Bosworth) emphasizes the growth of Turkic political power,
 culminating in the establishment of the Great Saljuq Empire in the 1 I th century,
 the concomitant end of Iranian rule in Transoxania, and Islamization. The author
 rightly insists that Islamization among the Turkic tribes assumed a distinctive
 Central Asian character as it absorbed local religious and social customs and was
 a long, gradual process. Citations are limited to works in Western languages.
 CENTRAL ASIA v. In the Mongol and Timurid periods (B. Spuler) surveys the
 political history of the next four centuries and follows the generally accepted
 sequence of events, which led to the "fading of Central Asia from the main arena
 of world history" (p. 174).

 The theme of a highly original piece CENTRAL ASIA vi. In the 10th-
 12th/W6th-1 8th Centuries (R. McChesney) is the continued fragmentation of the
 Timurid heritage between the 16th and 18th centuries, one of the politically
 most complex periods of Central Asia's history. The author sorts out the com-
 plex appanage system and the repeated formation and breakup of a unified kha-
 nate, notably the Abulkhairid/Shibanid and Toqay-Timurid khanates. There is no
 more authoritative discussion of the subject to be found, and the comprehensive
 bibliography contains works in all the relevant languages.
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 CENTRAL ASIA vii. In the 12th-13th/18th-19th Centuries (Y. Bregel)
 characterizes the 18th century as one of political and economic crisis, which it
 attributes to continued fragmentation of authority and economic isolation. But it
 treats the 19th century as one of recovery, caused in part by the advance of
 Russia into the region and in part by broader processes at work such as urbaniza-
 tion and the settling down of the nomad population. The account of the Russian
 conquest and its effects, especially on the economy, touches upon all the main
 points and is accompanied by an extensive bibliography.

 The final article, CENTRAL ASIA ix. In the 20th Century (E. Allworth)
 describes the development of modernizing movements among Central Asian
 intellectuals, notably the Jadids, and the imposition of the Soviet political, eco-
 nomic, and cultural order. The author focuses on Tajikistan to illustrate the
 trends in Central Asia generally between the 1920s and the 1980s, emphasizing
 control from Moscow and processes of Sovietization, but neglecting Islam and
 the strength of clan and local institutions and customs.

 CENTRAL ASIA viii. Relations with Persia in the 13th/19th Century (A.
 Amanat) is a short piece accompanied by a thorough bibliography. It describes
 Qajar Persia's reaction to the transformation of Central Asia into a Russian col-
 ony and protectorate as she asserted traditional claims to Marv and Khiva and
 tried to maintain her considerable trade with Central Asia.

 Numerous articles on the history of districts supplement the surveys.

 CHORASMIA is a good example. CHORASMIA i. Archeology and pre-Islamic
 history (Y. Rapaport) and CHORASMIA ii. In Islamic times (C. E. Bosworth)

 cover its history from pre-historic times and the Median and Achaemenid eras
 down to the dissolution of the Khanate of Khiva in 1920. The latter emphasizes
 the Turkicization of the region and the disappearance of the Chorasmian lan-
 guage. Of shorter pieces, that on DARVAZ (J.-H. Grevemeyer) is typical.
 Besides giving basic geographical and historical information about this largely
 autonomous principality before the 19th century, the author attributes its pecu-
 liar development to its isolation and marginal economic importance.

 As for urban history, the articles on Bukhara are a model of both compact-
 ness and comprehensiveness. The history of the city before the 4th or 5th cen-
 tury A.D. can be traced only in fragments (BUKHARA i. In pre-Islamic times,
 R. Frye), but, as the author makes clear, its capture by the Arabs at the begin-
 ning of the 8th century proved decisive, and in the 9th century it began a hundred
 and fifty years of prosperity as a center of both Arabic learning and the flowering
 of New Persian literature (BUKHARA ii. From the Arab invasions to the
 Mongols, C. E. Bosworth). These are matters that could be expanded upon.
 BUKHARA iii. After the Mongol invasion (Y. Bregel) emphasizes the city's
 role as the most important center of Sufism in Central Asia, and it describes the
 high and low points in the city's development from the Mongol period down to
 the delineation of boundaries of the new Soviet Central Asian republics in 1924
 with admirable clarity and with reference to a wide-ranging bibliography of
 printed sources and secondary works. Especially valuable are discussions of the
 reign of the Shaibanid CAbd-Allah Khan (1557-98), when Bukhara reached the
 height of its territorial expanse and military power, the breakdown of central
 authority under the Janids (1599-1785), and the revival under the Mangits before
 Russian predominance in the 19th century. Several specialized articles deepen our
 understanding of Bukharan urban life: BUKHARA v. Archeology and monu-
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 ments (G. A. Pugachenkova and E. V. Rtveladze) is an original overview of the
 city's physical growth as recorded in citadels, inner and outer suburbs, mosques,
 and streets from the end of the first millennium B.C. to the end of Mangit rule
 in 1920. BUKHARA iv. The khanate of Bukhara and Khorasan (Y. Bregel) is a
 detailed account of the rivalry between Persia and the Khanate of Bukhara for
 control of Khorasan between the 15th and 19th centuries and points to Shicism
 in Persia as one of the causes of hostility. BUKHARA vii. Bukharan Jews (M.
 Zand) is a micro-monograph about the Jews of the city from the earliest mention
 of them in Transoxania to the 1980s that emphasizes their contributions to the
 cultural and economic life of the city. It is accompanied by an exhaustive bibli-
 ography.

 Other cities, too, receive ample attention, for example, AFRASIAB (G. A.
 Pugachenkova and E. V. Rtveladze), the niined site of ancient and medieval
 Samarkand, whose history between the 7th century B.C. and the 7th century
 A.D. is reconstructed on the basis of archaeological discoveries; AMOL (i.
 History [C. E. Bosworth] and ii. Islamic monuments [S. Blair]), whose role as a
 major crossing point on the Oxus along the historic route from Nishapur to
 Transoxania and as a base for both the Arab invasions of Khwarazm and
 Transoxania and later for Russian penetration is emphasized; and CAt (C. E.
 Bosworth), modem Tashkent, depicted as a frontier post in early Islamic times
 vital to the defense of Dar al-Islam against the Turks.

 The EIr is rich in articles on the careers of individual rulers. Typical are
 those on DEWAgTIC (B. Marshak), the ruler of Sogdia in the early 8th century,
 who was caught in a desperate struggle against the Arabs and depended on
 Turkish and Chinese aid, and ABU'L-KAYR KHAN (Y. Bregel), ruler of the

 Uzbek nomadic state in Dasht-e Qipchaq in the middle of the 15th century, who
 was engaged almost constantly in wars of conquest. Ruling dynasties also
 receive their due. The rise and decline of the CHAGHATAYID DYNASTY (P.
 Jackson) in both the east and the west between the 15th century and the extinc-
 tion of the dynasty in 1678 are concisely analyzed. So are the CARABJAHI (Y.
 Bregel), a Chingisid dynasty which ruled Khwarazm from the 16th to the 18th
 century and maintained steppe political traditions. Attention is also paid to the
 political role of tribes, such as the ASII (F. Thordarson), another name for the
 Yueh-chih, who ended Greek rule in Bactria in 130 B.C., and the tEGEL (G.-H.
 Yosufi), a warlike Turkic people who formed the core of the Karakhanid army in
 Transoxania in the 11th century and were famous in Persian poetry for the hand-
 someness of their youth.

 Most of the articles already mentioned touch upon the economy, but three
 articles offer a connected, many-sided description of economic development in
 Central Asia from the first millennium B.C. to the Soviet era (CENTRAL
 ASIA x. Economy before the Timurids [P. Golden]; xi. Economy from the
 Timurids until the 12th/18th century [R. McChesney]; xii. Economy in the
 13th-14thI19th-20th centuries [Ian Matley]). They take into account the effects
 of natural conditions like topography and climate as well as man-made phenom-
 ena such as wars and the interaction of steppe and urban populations, and they
 trace clearly the evolution of pastoralism and crop agriculture and the vicissitudes
 of long-distance trade. The assessment of Russian and Soviet colonialism is con-
 cise and accurate.
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 Demographic trends are an integral part of numerous articles. But there is
 also a survey of Central Asia as a whole in the 20th century (CENTRAL ASIA
 ii. Demography [R. Rowland]), which discusses population growth, birth and
 death rates, and the persistent rural character of the population, all with particular
 attention to Iranian-speaking peoples. An up-to-date piece on Tajikistan in the
 20th century (DEMOGRAPHY iii. In Tajikistan [D. Balland]) is the best analy-
 sis available in English of population trends there.

 The Elr provides a thorough introduction to the intellectual and cultural life
 of Central Asia from ancient times to the Soviet era. The articles may be divided
 into three general groups. The first encompasses those dealing with the moral
 and ethical foundations of society in which religion occupies a central place, and
 Islam receives more attention than the other major faiths. Of the many topics
 considered, Sufism stands out with articles on the life of BAHAK-AL-DIN
 NAQSBAND (H. Algar) and BABA SAMMASI (H. Algar) his spiritual father,
 on ANIS AL-TALEBIN WA CODDAT AL-SALEKIN (H. Algar) one of the
 most important books on Baha& al-Din's life and sayings, and on Sufi doctrine
 (ABU BAKR KALABADI [W. Madelung]).

 Buddhism in Central Asia is treated in general articles on history and arche-
 ology and in specialized pieces about its diffusion through Sogdian and
 Khotanese translations made from Sanskrit and Chinese. A significant contribu-
 tion is BUDDHISM iii. Buddhist literature in Khotanese and Tumshuqese (R. E.
 Emmerick and P. 0. Skjaerv0), a meticulous analysis of the Khotanese texts,
 dating from roughly 700 to 1000, which reveal much about, among other
 things, Mahayana Buddhism. DHARMASARIRA-SUTRA (H. Kumamoto),
 DHUTA-SUTRA (Y. Yoshida), DIRGHANAKA-SUTRA (Y. Yoshida),
 DHARANI i. In Khotanese (H. Kumamoto), and DHARANI ii. In Sogdian (Y.
 Yoshida) describe other important texts, notably fragments of Buddhist works
 and magic spells in the Mahayana and Tantric traditions. CHRISTIANITY iii. In
 Central Asia and Chinese Turkestan (N. Sims-Williams) is a valuable piece that
 traces the advance of the Nestorian Church of Persia in Central Asia and East
 Turkestan and serves as the outline for a narrative history still to be written on
 the subject. Philosophy is represented by a major survey of the life and works of
 AVICENNA which includes detailed discussions of his contributions to meta-
 physics, mathematics and the physical sciences, and biology and medicine, and
 offers comprehensive bibliographies.

 A number of articles record the development of new ideas about the organi-
 zation of society and the relationship of the Islamic community to the modem
 world in the latter 19th and early 20th century. One of these provides a succinct
 overview of the career of DANES, AHMAD (V. Fourniau), a Tajik writer and
 "enlightener" from Bukhara, who sought to improve education and bring about
 political and economic reforms. Among the Jadids, analyses are devoted to two
 leading figures: Molla Mahmud Khoja BEHBUDI (Y. Bregel), a journalist, the
 author of the first Uzbek play, and a political activist who cooperated with the
 Bolsheviks in 1917-19, and Sadr-al-Din CAYNI (K. Hitchins) who carried the
 Jadid ideas of reform into the 1920s and made signal contributions to the devel-
 opment of Soviet Tajik prose, especially the novel.

 The second group of articles on cultural and intellectual life is concemed
 with language and literature, particularly the Iranian languages in Central Asia.

 A general survey (CENTRAL ASIA xiii. Iranian Languages [I. Steblin-
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 Kamenskij]) describes the roles of Sogdian, Bactrian, and Choresmian and their
 disappearance because of ethnic changes in the region. It examines the expansion
 of Persian, beginning in Sasanian times and describes briefly the Eastern Iranian
 languages currently spoken in Central Asia. CHORASMIA iii. The Chorasmian
 language (D. MacKenzie) traces the evolution of Choresmian from the 2nd
 century B.C. to the 14th century, giving particular attention to the phonology
 and morphology of Late Choresmian. Of special interest is CENTRAL ASIA iv.
 Turkish-Iranian language contacts (G. Doerfer), an analysis of relations between
 the Iranian and Turkic languages, which assumed various forms, notably
 Turkicization in Khwarazm after it came under Saljuq rule in the 11th century,
 Persian (Tajik) influences on the Turkic languages, and Turkic influences on the
 Iranian languages, especially of Uzbek on Trajik. A survey of CHAGHATAY
 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (G. Doerfer) points to its importance as a
 Turkic literary language and emphasizes the influences of Persian grammatical
 forms and vocabulary, but has little to say about the literature between the 17th
 and 20th centuries, after the era of Mir cAli-Shir Nava'i.

 Literature is approached mainly through biographies of poets and prose writ-
 ers, among them, CABD-AL-RAZZAQ SAMARQANDI (C. P. Haase), qazi of
 the Timurid ruler Shahrukh and author of a widely used chronicle of Central
 Asia; CABD-AL-KARIM b. Mir Esmacil BOKARI (M. Zand), a member of
 Bukharan embassies to the Russian court in St. Petersburg and author of a valu-
 able history of Central Asia between the 1730s and the early 1800s; and
 DELKAS (C. Poujol), Tajik poet and musician and friend of Danesh. The texts
 are accompanied by thorough bibliographies. There is also a survey of Kazakh,
 Kirghiz, Tajik, and Uzbek literature (CENTRAL ASIA xv. Modern literature [K.
 Hitchins]) in the 20th century emphasizing Jadidism, the effects of socialist real-
 ism and Stalinism, and the gradual return to the native cultural and intellectual
 traditions with the thaw of the 1960s.

 The EIr devotes much space to art in all its forms. Outstanding are ART IN
 IRAN vi. Pre-Islamic Eastern Iran and Central Asia (G. Azarpay), with descrip-
 tions of Buddhist and Sogdian styles, especially the wall paintings of private
 residences in Panjikent, and ART IN IRAN viii. Islamic Central Asia (G. A.
 Pugachenkova), containing analyses of ornamental work, the revival of landscape
 and portrait painting at the turn of the 14th and 15th centuries, and
 book-making. Noteworthy, too, is BUKHARA vi. The Bukharan School of
 Miniature Painting (B. Schmitz), an art that was highly developed in Bukhara in
 the 16th and 17th centuries, when the influence of Herat and then of the so-called
 Khorasan style predominated. Among the masters of the miniature whose work

 is appraised are CABD-AL-HAYY, KwAJA (P. Soucek), of Samarkand, who in
 the early 15th century was noted for his ink drawing, and CABDALLAH
 BOKARI (P. Soucek), who in the 16th century specialized in studies of couples,
 often in a garden.

 Architecture, a component of articles on such topics as urbanization and the
 economy, is systematically dealt with in ARCHITECTURE iv. Central Asia (G.
 A. Pugachenkova), a survey spanning the period from the late Neolithic to the
 10th century. It focuses on changes in style, especially in mosque architecture,
 the innovations of the Timurid grand style, and folk architecture, and relates style

This content downloaded from 146.86.206.174 on Wed, 01 Mar 2017 19:42:15 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 Neighboring Cultures 577

 to the economic and social conditions that lay behind the general evolution of
 architecture.

 Other art forms are also well covered. The attention given to music is gener-
 ally limited to those areas of Central Asia, mainly in the south, where Iranian
 influence was strongest. Noteworthy, nonetheless, is CENTRAL ASIA xvi.
 Music (W. Feldman), a sensitive introduction to Tajik, Turkmen, and Uzbek
 folk music and a subtle analysis of the characteristics of urban art music (the
 maqam). CARPETS xvi. Central Asian carpets (W. Denny) surveys the history
 and techniques of carpet-making in Central Asia and tells us much about the
 artistic sensibilities and traditions of diverse populations. Nor is clothing as both
 an art form and a representation of social structure and norms neglected. For
 example, CLOTHING vi. Of the Sogdians (A. Naymark), a highly original
 piece, examines the clothes worn by male and female Sogdians between the 5th
 and 8th centuries and suggests how they were expressions of class status.

 2. Afghanistan

 The EIr covers the geography of Afghanistan in considerable detail. In addition
 to a comprehensive survey, AFGHANISTAN i. Geography (J. Shroder, Jr.),
 specialized articles describe regions and provinces, cities and towns, and rivers
 and river valleys in every part of the country. BADAKSAN i. Geography and
 ethnography (X. de Planhol), suggests the depth with which these subjects are
 treated. The author first describes its main topographical features and then
 focuses on the distinctive character of its material culture and social organization.
 A similar approach, accompanied by tables of land use and population, is fol-
 lowed in BADGIS i. General and early period (C. E. Bosworth), a region in east-
 em Khorasan. The numerous articles on cities and towns reveal the variety of
 urban development at different historical periods. BALK iv. Modern town (X. di
 Planhol) is representative. It relates the long and often tumultuous political and
 economic history of the city, its decline, and its revival after the construction of
 a new town in 1934 and its emergence as an independent economic center. A
 similar thorough investigation is accorded other cities: CARIKAR (D. Balland)
 the main town of the Kohdaman depression north of Kabul, which owed its
 commercial success in the 19th and 20th centuries to its strategic location on a
 natural crossroads of trade, and the modem city of BOST i. Modern Bost
 (Laskargah) (X. dePlanhol), in southwestern Afghanistan, which, the author
 emphasizes, stands apart in physical arrangement and socio-economic structure
 from the traditional Afghan town because it was laid out by American architects
 after the Second World War. Articles on large and small river valleys point to
 their economic and social importance, for example, the BALKAB (D. Balland),
 in northern Afghanistan, which provides water for the region's vital irrigation
 system, and the DARRA-YE NUR (D. Balland), a tributary valley of the Konar
 River in the eastern part of the country, which is home to two self-sufficient,
 endogamous clans, who asserted their independence in a unique way in 1979-80
 by driving out all government officials.

 The major periods of the history of Afghanistan are, on the whole, well
 covered. The attention given to archeology is exemplary. AFGHANISTAN viii.
 Archeology (N. Dupree) focuses on the systematic excavations undertaken after

This content downloaded from 146.86.206.174 on Wed, 01 Mar 2017 19:42:15 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 578 Hitchins

 the First World War, particularly the work of French archaeologists in assessing
 the spread of Hellenism and the dissemination of Buddhism in Central Asia. It
 also provides a unique inventory of significant archaeological sites from the
 Lower Paleolithic to the 17th century and notes the most important finds. Sepa-
 rate pieces on pre-Islamic art expand upon the preceding article:
 AFGHANISTAN ix. Pre-Islamic art (F. Tissot) describes sculpture and architec-
 ture in Bactria and Kapisa, among other places; DELEGATIONS
 ARCHEOLOGIQUES FRAN(fAISES ii. Delegation Archeologique Fran,aise
 en Afghanistan (F. Tissot) emphasizes the crucial role of French archeologists
 between 1922 and 1982. Numerous excavations are described in admirable detail:
 AY KANOM (P. Bernard), the site of an important Greek city in the north;
 BAMIAN ii. History and monuments (Z. Tarzi), with its impressive Buddhist
 remains; BEGRAM (M. Carter), the site of a Kushan commercial and political
 center north of Kabul; and DELBARJIN (P. Bernard), north of Balkh, containing
 the remains of a citadel dating perhaps from the Achaemenid period and of a city
 from the Greco-Bactrian period.

 Three substantial articles cover the political history of Afghanistan between
 1747, when the country became independent, and 1979, when the crisis caused
 by Soviet intervention arose. AFGHANISTAN x. Political history (D. Balland)
 records the crucial stages in the process of modern nation-building: the struggle
 to overcome both tribalism, a cause of disunity, and the threat to independence
 posed by the British-Russian rivalry over Central Asia; the emergence of the two
 main reform currents in the 20th century-the Young Afghan, which was
 anti-British and pro-Turk and was led by the journalist Mahmud Tarzi, and the
 Western, which sought technological modernization and had British India as a
 model; and the growing economic, military, and ideological role of the Soviet
 Union after the Second World War. This is a good survey. Its identification of
 general trends and assessments of individual political leaders are judicious, but
 the bibliography, though critical, could be expanded. It should be rad in con-
 junction with AFGHANISTAN xi. Administration (A. Ghani), which traces the
 administrative evolution of the country over the same two centuries, emphasiz-
 ing the ever-changing balance between centralizing and centrifugal tendencies. It
 is essential reading because it offers penetrating insights into Afghan internal
 history and is based on an exhaustive bibliography. Finally,
 CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF AFGHANISTAN (M. H. Kakar), drawing
 on works in indigenous languages, traces in detail the largely unsuccessful
 efforts in the 20th century to transform absolute monarchy of the type estab-
 lished by Amir cAbd-al-Rahman Khan (1880-1901) into a limited, constitu-
 tional monarchy that would respect democratic and individual freedoms. It accu-
 rately identifies high and low points, beginning with the reign of Amanallah
 (1919-29), who presided over the adoption of the first Afghan constitution in
 1922, but who alienated both constitutionalists and conservatives by his arbi-
 trary methods of reform, and ending with the authoritarian constitution of 1980,
 which had little effect, since the government soon lost control of the rural areas
 to anti-Soviet guerrillas.

 Many specialized articles add essential details to these general accounts. On
 political leaders there are full-length portraits of, among others, Shah
 AMANALLAH (L. B. Poullada), who is characterized as anti-British,
 pan-Islamic, and a reformer whose attempts at modernization aroused the hostili-
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 ty of religious and tribal leaders; BA(CA(-YE) SAQQA (D. Balland), or Amir
 Habiballah, the leader of peasants and Naqshbandi mollas who overthrew
 Amanallah with the aim of restoring indigenous traditions; and DAWUD KHAN
 (B. Rubin), prime minister (1953-65) and first president of Afghanistan (1973-
 78), rightly viewed as a despot who used Soviet aid to modernize the country but
 insisted on retaining his freedom of action, a contradictory policy that led to his
 overthrow and execution. ARMY vi. In Afghanistan from 1919 (L. Dupree), a
 record of the efforts of these men and others to create a modern army and to use it
 as an instrument of national defense and internal security, offers useful insights
 into the whole process of Afghan nation-building. A survey of the history of
 COMMUNISM iv. In Afghanistan (A. Arnold) clarifies the rivalry of the Khalq
 and Parcham factions and reveals the decisive role played by the Soviet
 Communist Party. This is the best short account of the matter available.

 ANGLO-AFGHAN RELATIONS (J. Norris) makes clear that Great Britain
 occupied a position in Afghan affairs in the 19th century similar to that which
 the Soviet Union assumed after the Second World War. The author leaves no
 doubt that Britain intended to use Afghanistan as a base both for expanding trade
 from India into Central Asia and for thwarting Russia's advance into the region.
 ANGLO-AFGHAN WARS i. First Anglo-Afghan War (1838-42), ii. Second
 Anglo-Afghan War (1878-80) (both by J. Norris), and iii. Third Anglo-Afghan
 War (1919) (L. Dupree) recount Britain's military and diplomatic predominance,
 which reached its high point in the Treaty of Gandamak in 1879, and explain the
 reasons for her eventual recognition of Afghan independence and renunciation of
 control over Afghan foreign policy in 1921. All these articles together constitute
 a succinct, reliable monograph on Anglo-Afghan relations.

 Ample information about modern Afghanistan's economic development
 comes from articles on agriculture. COTTON ii. In Afghanistan (D. Balland) is,
 in effect, a micro-monograph that thoroughly examines every aspect of cotton-
 growing and processing from Russian demands for raw cotton in the latter 19th
 century to the heyday of cotton production under government entrepreneurship
 after the Second World War. Similar treatments are accorded viticulture, a major
 industry in the eastern highlands, in ANGUR ii. In Afghanistan (X. de Planhol),
 and the cultivation of BARLEY ii. (D. Balland), third in total acreage to wheat
 and maize, and of rice (BERENJ ii. by D. Balland), the country's fourth most
 important agricultural crop, with discussions of temperature, soil, and techniques
 of irrigation and harvesting. As valuable as all these articles are (the specialized
 bibliographies are indispensable), a general history of agriculture in Afghanistan
 explaining long-term trends and relating them to economic and social develop-
 ment would be welcome. Still other articles suggest the persistence of tradition
 in Afghan economic life, such as the BAZAR iv. (E. Grotzbach), whose variety
 of forrns and activities are succinctly described. As an index of underdevelopment
 the article on electricity (BARQ ii. by D. Balland) explains how and why
 Afghanistan was one of the world's smallest producers.

 Even though the demography of modem Afghanistan can be known only
 imperfectly, because of the lack of adequate data, the EIr offers valuable insights
 into the main issues. The article on the history of census-taking in Afghanistan
 (CENSUS ii. by D. Balland), from the counting of the population of Kabul in
 1876 to the first national census in 1979, reveals significant trends, especially
 after the Second World War, when a steady movement of population from the
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 rural areas to the cities and a "demographic transition" (a decline in the crude
 death rate and an increase in the birth rate) occurred. (See DEMOGRAPHY ii. by
 D. Balland.) Other articles point out that those encouraging trends have been
 constantly subject to natural and man-made calamities, especially CHOLERA
 (ii. by D. Balland) in the 19th and 20th centuries. These latter two articles ar
 thoughtful syntheses and provide good working bibliographies. Two original
 pieces (DIASPORA ix. Afghan Refugees in Pakistan, by G. Farr, and DIAS-
 PORA x. Afghan Immigrants in Persia, by C. Pahlavan) describe perhaps the
 most striking demographic effect of the Soviet army's invasion of Afghanistan
 in 1979: the massive flight, mainly from rural areas, of some three and a half
 million refugees to Pakistan and two and a half million to Iran. They analyze the
 degree of adaptability of the refugees to their new environments and the extent to
 which urban lifestyles have broken down patriarchal social traditions, particularly
 in Iran, as women became more active outside the home.

 Numerous articles point to Afghanistan's ethnic diversity. Besides
 AFGHANISTAN iv. Ethnography (L. Dupree), a survey of major and minor
 ethnic groups, pieces on individual tribes and clans reinforce the sense of diver-
 sity: e.g. BAKTIARIS OF AFGHANISTAN (D. Balland), small
 Pashto-speaking, semi-nomadic groups of uncertain ethnic origin living in the
 central highlands; the BANGAS (D. Balland), one of the least known Pashtun
 tribes of the Solayman range, the majority of whom are Shicite; and the
 BARAKZI (D. Balland), one of the two main components of the Dorranay con-
 federation, which played a major political role in Afghanistan in the 18th and
 19th centuries.

 Ethnic diversity is also reflected in the variety of languages spoken.
 AFGHANISTAN v. Languages (C. Kieffer) examines the major and minor lan-
 guages, giving special attention to Pashto, the great koine of the east and south,
 and its dialects, and to Persian (Tajik) and its dialects. AFGHANISTAN vi.
 Pagto (G. Morgenstierne) analyzes Pashto in detail; AFGHANISTAN vii. Paradl
 (G. Morgenstieme) describes an Iranian language spoken by a few thousand per-
 sons northeast of Kabul, based on the author's extensive fieldwork. Literature is
 less well served. AFGHANISTAN xii. Literature (R. Farhadi) is a brief over-
 view, limited to writings in Dari with little to say about currents and genres.

 The EIr covers many subjects related to social development in Afghanistan.
 CITIES v. Modem urbanization and modernization in Afghanistan (E.
 Grotzbach) is a succinct history of modem urbanization. It dates the beginning of
 the process to the reign of Amanallah and emphasizes the importance of foreign
 models in implementing urban renewal. BAG iv. In Afghanistan (N. Dupree)
 discusses gardens as vital components of architectural planning. It is an original
 and wide-ranging survey. Two articles treat CLOTHING as a reflection of group
 and individual identities as well as social and economic status. One (xiii.
 Clothing in Afghanistan by N. Dupree) notes the distinguishing functions of
 headgear, and the other, xiv. Clothing of the Hazara Tribes (K. Ferdinand), based
 on new fieldwork, reveals that men preserved traditional styles more faithfully
 than women.
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 3. China

 The EIr emphasizes commercial and cultural relations between China and various
 Iranian peoples. AN HSI and CH'IEN HAN SHU (both by G. Pulleyblank) trace
 the evolution of these relations from pre-Islamic times to 1990, dating the
 beginnings of contacts to the end of the 2nd century B.C. when a Chinese
 envoy, travelling west in search of the Yueh-chih, opened diplomatic and com-
 mercial exchanges along the Silk Road. CHINESE-IRANIAN RELATIONS i.
 In pre-Islamic times (G. Pulleyblank) elucidates the important role Iranians
 played in bringing Buddhism (2nd century A.D.), Zoroastrianism (6th century),
 and Nestorian Christianity and Manicheism (7th century) to China. As
 CHINESE IRANIAN RELATIONS ii. Islamic period to the Mongols (J. M.
 Rogers) and iii. In the Mongol Period (Lin Yingsheng and P. Jackson) make
 clear, relations during the Islamic period varied in intensity. At first subdued,
 after Iran's incorporation into Chingiz Khan's empire they rapidly expanded. The
 latter article, drawing on Chinese scholarly literature, notes the important place
 Persians occupied in the Chinese administration. CHINESE-IRANIAN
 RELATIONS iv. The Safavid period (1501-1732) (J. M. Rogers) characterizes
 Iran's relations with China as once again limited and indirect, but points out that
 they assumed forms that affected the Iranian economy in significant ways such as
 the imitation by Persian potters of Chinese blue and white porcelains. There is a
 gap in the coverage of relations from the eighteenth century until just after the
 Second World War. CHINESE-IRANIAN RELATIONS v. Diplomatic and
 commercial relations with Persia (1328-69/1949-1990) (P. Mohajer) shows
 how relations between the two countries were influenced by the Cold War,
 improving as United States relations with China thawed in the 1970s and as the
 Islamic Republic looked for allies in its war with Iraq in the 1980s. Intriguing
 parallels are suggested between Chinese-Iranian and Chinese-Afghan relations
 after the Second World War in xi. Relations with Afghanistan in the modem
 period (D. Balland). But in the latter case the guiding force was the ups and
 downs of relations between China and the Soviet Union, China going so far as
 to support anti-Communist guerrillas after the Soviet intervention in 1979.

 Specialized articles add to our understanding of Iranian-Chinese relations.
 The analysis of ANCIENT LETTERS (N. Sims-Williams) from the 4th century
 and of thousands of manuscript rolls from the 5th to the I 1th century containing
 Buddhist and economic and juridical texts in Sogdian, Khotanese, and other lan-
 guages found in CAVES OF THE THOUSAND BUDDHAS (Xin-jiang Rong)
 attest to the settlement of large numbers of Sogdian merchants in Kansu prov-
 ince, the gateway between China and the Silk Road. Equally original is
 CHINESE-IRANIAN RELATIONS vii. Persian settlements during the T'ang,
 Sung, and Yuan Dynasties (Chen Da-sheng), an account based largely on schol-
 arly works in Chinese of merchant settlements in southeastern China between
 the 7th and 14th centuries. The longevity of cultural contacts between China and
 Iran is measured by an analysis of the many Iranian words taken into Chinese
 beginning in the first century B.C. (CHINESE-IRANLAN RELATIONS viii.
 Persian language and literature in China by Huang Shi-jian, Ibrahim Feng Jin-
 yuan and the editors of EIr), but few traces of a Chinese presence in medieval
 Persian literature are to be found (x. China in medieval Persian literature by D.
 Khaleghi-Motlagh). Still other authors have discovered reciprocal influences in
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 ceramics, mainly between the 9th and 16th centuries (xi. Mutual influence of
 Chinese and Persian ceramics by 0. Watson), and in landscape painting (xii.
 Mutual influences in painting by T. Sugimura), especially of Persian influences
 in Chinese painting during the T'ang dynasty (618-906) and of Chinese in
 Persia during the I1-Khanid period in Persia (1256-1336).

 The articles on CHINESE TURKESTAN (roughly present-day Xinjiang) are
 of particular value for understanding the fate of Iranian-speaking peoples in
 China. They present a clear outline of the region's history from pre-Islamic
 times down to the rule of the Khojas in the middle of the 18th century and record
 the presence of speakers of Indo-European languages, among them, Tokharians
 and Iranians, in the Tarim Basin from ancient times (V. Mair, P. Skjaerv0, I.
 Togan, and M. Rossabi). The extensive bibliographies together form an indis-
 pensable tool for further study. Specialized articles under this heading describe
 the fate of Iranian groups in East Turkestan under Chinese rule after the middle
 of the 18th century, notably the Tajiks (Kim Ho-dong); the establishment of
 Manichaeism there, probably by Sogdian merchants before the 8th century, and
 its flourishing until the Mongol conquest at the beginning of the 13th century
 (S. Lieu); and Turkic-Iranian language contacts, especially Old Turkic influences
 on Sogdian and Khotanese before the Muslim conquest and the ensuing
 Turkicization after 1000 (G. Doerfer).
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