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 Globalisation and Terrorism:

 Rajen Harshe

 The process of globalisation has gathered an unprecedented momentum after the
 end of the cold war and the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 199 1 . With the demise

 of the Soviet Union, capitalism as a mode of production and as a world system got an
 access to expand its tentacles in the hitherto prohibited areas that belonged to the
 erstwhile Soviet bloc. In substance, capitalism as a system has emerged as a prominent
 instrument of globalisation. Some of the major defining features of the capitalist system

 are private/corporate ownership of the means of production, an uneasy coexistence of
 conflictual as well as cooperative association between capital and wage labour and an
 innate drive of the system as whole towards accumulation of capital on the world
 scale. Admittedly, there is an inextricable link between the evolution of capitalism as
 a system and the phase oif globalisation. However, the process of globalisation need
 not be reduced to capitalism To put it simply, as a process, globalisation involves free
 movement of goods, services, capital, labour, finance, ideas, information and even
 drugs and arms across the globe. Such free flow on the world scale has the potential to
 destroy distances among the people across the states, nations and the continents and
 bind them in new forms of cooperation as well as conflicts.

 At this juncture, the trajectories of globalisation are being dominated by the US led
 advanced industrialised countries of the West and Japan. During the past decade the
 preeminence of the US and other major capitalist countries of the West has become
 particularly conspicuous in important world forums like the United Nations (UN) or
 the World Trade Organisation (WTO). The dominance of the West, in general, and
 the U.S., in particular, is being challenged by the terrorist groupings of Islamic
 persuasion in different parts of the world. Such terrorist outfits, through a network of
 underground activities, are capable of springing surprises by launching violent assaults
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 against their enemies. Among the Islamic groupings, Islamic Front led by Osama Bin
 Laden, over the years, has emerged as a major international terrorist organisation. This
 paper is a modest attempt to understand and appraise the role of Osama Bin Laden in

 promoting the so-called "holy war" against the U.S. dominance through terrorism.

 Bin Laden versus the USA

 Since the end of the Cold War there has been a persistent clash of interests between
 the US and the resurgent forces of fundamentalist Islam led by Osama Bin Laden,
 almost all over the Muslim world. In recent times, Osama Bin Laden, an exiled Saudi
 terrorist, has sought the support from Taliban led regime in Afghanistan. On the basis
 of such support he has renewed his appeals to peoples of Islamic faith to "Wage a holy
 war" on Americans, Jews and Christians. What is more, Bin Laden has already formed
 an Islamic front to fight and intensify the holy war against America. The US, in its
 turn, has accused Bin Laden of masterminding the bomb attacks in August 1998 on its
 embassies in Tanzania and Kenya that left 224 dead. As a part of the retaliatory move,
 the then US President, Bill Clinton, had ordered reprisal raids by US forces on training
 camps in Afghanistan, allegedly run by Bin Laden.

 Irrespective of these onslaughts, Bin Laden is determined to wage a sustained war
 against the US, in spite of his ill health. His belligerent posture against the US could
 plausibly win him sympathy in the prevailing anti-US atmosphere in the Arab world
 outraged by the US attacks on Iraq. And such sympathy, in its turn, could as well
 strengthen a well spread out transnational network of terrorist activities financed,
 sponsored and led by Bin Laden. In this context it would be essential to locate the
 phenomenon of Bin Laden, in perspective, to appraise the implications of his activities
 in contemporary international relations. In fact, Bin Laden's activities have, over the
 years, underscored a new brand of religious terrorism different from conventional
 freedom fighters that resorted to terrorism, while fighting anti-colonial or anti-racist
 struggles.

 While understanding the phenomenon of Bin Laden, it would be essential to throw
 some light on the dialectical engagement between Bin Laden and US imperialism.
 Notwithstanding Bin Laden's determination to combat US imperialism, the phenomenon
 of Bin Laden itself, quite paradoxically, was a creation of US imperialism. Bin Laden
 rose to fame as an Arab- Afghan fighter against the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in
 1979. During the Afghan civil war (1979-88) the US was backing the Mujaheddin
 forces that aimed at ousting the Soviet army from Afghanistan. In fact, the Reagan
 administration during its first term (1980-84) was preoccupied in fighting the "evil
 empire" of the former Soviet Union. Owing to the convergence of interests between
 various Mujaheddin groups and the US security interests the latter had supported the
 former, in the Afghan civil war. The US had almost overlooked the long- term
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 implications of such a policy. With the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan
 in 1988, Bin Laden returned to Saudi Arabia with rich experience of organising militant
 guerrilla groups with religious fervour. A millionaire associated with real estate business
 in Saudi Arabia, Bin Laden has woven a network of relatives and communities to
 further the cause of Islam in the Muslim world. In their scheme of things, Bin Laden
 and most of the militant Islamic groupings began to perceive the US as the major

 hindrance in their mission to promote Islam.

 Reasons for hostility with the USA

 There are several obvious reasons that have fuelled the ongoing hostility between
 the radical Islamic groupings and the US. To begin with, the Islamic groupings of
 various radical hues have thrived on the agenda of abolishing Israel from the world
 map. In contrast to this, the US has given persistent support to Israel and thereby
 undermined the cause of Palestinian liberation struggle. In the process, the US has also
 backed up states like Egypt that accepted the existence of Israel as a fact of international
 relations after the Camp David agreement of 1978. Secondly, in the context of the
 Cold War, the US cultivated allies among the West Asian states, including Iran, Egypt,
 Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Turkey and the UAR, under the changing political circumstances,
 to smother the impact of the Soviet presence in the West Asian region. Consequently,
 US-Soviet rivalry enveloped the entire region in the politics of the Cold War and
 shattered the prospects of Arab-Islamic unity against the policy of Zionism upheld by
 Israel. Thirdly, the Islamic groupings have always detested America's imperial presence,
 manifested through investments, transnational firms, markets, trade, technology and
 goods, including military equipment, in West Asia. The expansionist activities of the
 US military troops in West Asia as well as substantial US naval presence in the Indian
 Ocean has only added fuel to the fire. For instance, the role of the US military in the
 Gulf War of 1991, the US policy to corner Iraq in international trade and the US
 military attacks on Northern Iraq in recent times have provoked resentment in the
 Arab world. Finally, the presence of American troops in Mecca and Medina, also, did
 offend the sensibilities of Islamic radicals. Indeed, the main cause that stimulated the

 anger of Bin Laden against the US as well as the royal Saudi establishment was the
 presence of American troops in these holy cities. In fact, as the increasingly corrupt,
 spendthrift and insufficiently Islamic regime of Saudi Arabia became subservient to

 the US interests in his eyes, Bin Laden chose to leave for Sudan in 1991.

 Emergence of Bin Laden as International Terrorist

 With the constant backing from the then military-led Islamic regime in Sudan, Bin
 Laden's "holy war" truly began to arrest international attention. The name of Bin
 Laden and his forces began to be associated with several major attacks on the US in
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 different parts of the world. To cite some examples, in 1993 they were reportedly
 involved in the killing of 30 US soldiers in Somalia, the bombing of US servicemen in
 Yemen and bombing of New York's World Trade Centre. Although Bin Laden denied
 any connection with the bombing of the World Trade Centre he had openly blessed the
 act. Similarly, Bin Laden expressed admiration for those responsible for the bombing
 of US troops in Saudi Arabia in Riyadh in 1995 and Dhahran in 1996.

 In addition to his association with growing anti-US terrorist activities, Bin Laden
 was able to establish an important terrorist centre between 1 99 1 -96 in Sudan by building

 training camps to promote terrorist activities the world over. The groups that underwent

 training in these camps came from diverse places such as Algeria, Tunisia, Bosnia,
 Chechnya, the Philippines, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Uganda and
 Somalia. In one of his CNN interviews Bin Laden claimed that, apart from financing
 Islamic groups in Algeria and Egypt, he had dispatched his followers to far flung
 places in Bosnia, Chechnya, Tajikistan and Somalia. Thus, his followers began to
 make their presence felt in the crisis ridden areas of Eastern Europe and Central Asia.
 Further, by adding an Islamic dimension to the clan torn and politically unstable Somalia,
 Bin Laden 's forces could secure entry into the strategic region of the Horn of Africa.

 What is more, Bin Laden's association with the Taliban regime of Afghanistan brought

 his brand of terrorism at the gates of south and south-west Asia. As an Afghan-Arab
 holy warrior, Bin Laden has reportedly taken refuge in Afghanistan. Thanks to its
 strategic location, Afghanistan provides a link between the states in South Asia, the
 Persian Gulf and Central Asia. The regime of the Taliban militia is primarily surviving
 due to Pakistan's backing. After recognising the Taliban militia in May 1997, Pakistan
 has been propping up the Taliban regime to serve its own strategic interests. For, while
 consolidating its presence in Afghanistan through the Taliban, Pakistan is trying to
 develop ties with the Central Asian republics that are immensely rich in resources like
 oil and natural gas.

 The presence of Bin Laden and his training camps in Afghanistan, indeed, have
 provided a fresh impetus to the activities of Islamic radicals. Thus, Afghanistan can as
 well be transformed into a hub to perpetrate terrorism in the adjoining regions. For
 instance, Pakistan sponsored Taliban mercenaries are already fighting on behalf of the
 secessionist forces in Kashmir. The blessing from Bin Laden on this venture has further
 destabilised Kashmir. In order to draw the attention of the world to the Kashmir issue,

 Pakistan has backed different terrorist outfits to fight India in Kashmir during the past

 three years. It went as far as rendering support to terrorists when they hijacked an
 Indian Airlines plane to Afghanistan. The cementing of bond between Bin Laden trained
 terrorists and the Taliban led regime in Afghanistan has led to the surreptitious expansion
 of its activities in Zinkiyang province of China that is predominantly Muslim. Like
 India and China, Iran also has had to encounter the menace of the Taliban militia. The
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 tension between Afghanistan and Iran in 1999 had brought the two countries to the
 brink of war.

 Concluding Remarks

 Keeping in view the geographical spread of Bin Laden's terrorist activities one can
 draw a few inferences. First, the policy of US led imperialism towards the west Asian
 region and the tensions between Islamic countries like Iraq and the US would prove to
 be a catalyst in mobilising the radical Islamic groupings against the West. Such
 mobilisation as demonstrated in the course of this paper will reach the farthest areas.
 For, the networks of transnational terrorists are also operating in the context of
 globalisation. Thus, such networks are also beneficiaries of information revolution.
 By transferring arms and drugs across the borders the terrorist groupings can sustain
 themselves in the remotest corners of the world through international underground
 movements. Terrorism, indeed, has become a global phenomenon. Second, there is a
 growing appeal of Islam all over the Muslim world. Even at the slightest hint of any
 perceived threat to Islamic identity in any part of the world, the Islamic radicals are
 willing to get provoked and resort to terrorism. Terrorists armed with the message of
 Jehad are rarely scared of sacrificing their lives. They are also capable of establishing
 their presence through terror. Finally, inter-societal links of the terrorists on the
 transnational scale are being backed by certain Islamic states like Pakistan, Afghanistan,
 Sudan and Libya. This support from states has led to the offer of sanctuaries to the
 terrorist outfits to carry out their activities and obtain all kinds of modern and
 sophisticated weapons. Indeed, the inter-state and inter-societãl linkages and spread of
 terrorism is likely to find an increasingly wider space for its operations in the context
 of globalisation. The phenomenon of Bin Laden merely represents this broader trend.
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