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 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

 Waist Deep in Big Muddy!

 GPD

 THERE was, I think, a famous Joan
 Baez song during the days of the
 American barbarism in Viet Nam:
 "Waist deep in big muddy!" Some-
 thing similar has happened to the
 Soviets in Afghanistan. They are there
 to sink deeper and deeper in the mud.

 Beginning with April 1978 this is
 the third, the largest and the most
 blatant intervention in Afghanistan by
 the Soviet Union. Daoud was over-
 thrown. Amin took care of Tarahki and
 now Amin has been executed by the
 Karmal government. Three govern-
 ments in twentytwo months - quite a
 tribute to Soviet power, one must say.
 The Soviet Union has now demonstrat-
 ed it can make and unmake govern-
 ments with about as much ease as the
 Americans do. The not-so-peaceful
 competition between the two Super
 Powers extends to the field of inter-
 vention as well. Comrade Brezhnev
 has made his point. If the Americans
 can intervene, the Russian can do so
 as well. If the Americans can get
 Allende murdered by his successor, the
 Russians can do so as well in other
 parts of the world.

 So Babrak Karmal now rules
 Afghanistan with about 50,000 Soviet
 troops defending his socialist experi-
 ments. The Soviets have given to the
 Afghans, so one understands, land re-
 forms and anti-insurgency capability.
 The price is quite small, the Russians
 might argue. A few thousand Soviet
 troops, a couple of coups and you
 have what the Russians describe as "a
 socialist-oriented state".

 This contribution to the theory of
 State comes from no less a person than
 Comrade Brezhnev himself. It was not
 quite clear what the term "socialist-
 oriented state" was supposed to
 mean. When the commentaries on
 Brezhnev thought are written, it will
 be completely clear. In the mean-
 while, we have only the Soviet beha-
 viour to go by. And if it is any guide,
 "socialist-oriented state" should mean
 a state in which the Soviets can in-
 tervene at will - in defence of land
 reforms and other socialist-oriented
 measures, of course! It would be idle,
 however, to imagine that the Soviet
 problems are over. Their protege in
 Kabul (whosoever he is; for the names
 do not matter. You can call them
 socialist-oriented x and socialist-

 oriented y) has to face an Islamic in-

 surgency. The Soviets had begun their

 'role' in Afghanistan on two rather

 sound bases. They had, in fact, set

 in motion a process of land reform in

 Afghanistan. Besides, the Afghan

 government happened to be the only

 island in a vast Islamic ocean where

 no 'Islamic fundamentalism' was per-

 mitted to rule the roast. But these

 advantages were bound to be short-

 lived. Instability and insurgency have

 gripped Afghanistan. More and more

 Soviet troops are coming in every day.
 All this evokes memories of the six-

 ties. It is dangerously close to the

 American barbarism in Viet Nam.

 Lately an idea that you can

 'modernise' or 'revolutionise' societies

 by intervention seems to have got cur-
 rency in parts of the 'socialist' world.

 The Soviets and the Vietnamese moved
 in quite fast to liberate the Kampu-

 cheans from the terrible Pol Pot. Now

 the Soviets have moved into Afghanis-

 tan to liberate the Afghans from Amin
 who, it seems, had all along been an

 agent of US imperialism! Amin's ef-
 forts to disorient the socialist-oriented

 state have been smashed!
 But it is difficult to see the Soviets

 getting out of all this mess safely. The
 Islamic fundamentalists who seem to

 be on the ascendancy all over the
 area have been mnade to look the real
 'nationalists', seekers of freedom and
 so on. What the Shah and the Ameri-
 cans did to Khomeini's prestige in
 Iran, the Soviets and their socialist-

 oriented proteges have done to the
 reactionary, feudal, Islamic fundamen-
 talists. The Soviets will have to pay

 a very heavy price for this. But then
 interventionists are always unmindful
 of such small details!

 As if the situation were not bad
 enough, President Carter has announc-
 ed his plans to rearm Pakistan to
 meet the Soviet threat. The man rul-
 ing Pakistan today should be nobody's
 idea of an ally. But the Americans
 do not pause to consider such issues.
 The Soviets and the Americans have
 extraordinary ideas of helping other
 people! Stalin would not be in Carter's
 reading list. The Soviets, of course,
 do not know who this fellow was. But
 the following passage from him will
 make it clear what the two Super

 Powers are doing to our neighbours.

 Stalin refers to a well-known Russian
 fable by Krylov "The Hermit and the
 Bear".

 It goes without saying that the
 bear's intention in smashing the
 head of his friend the hermit with
 a lump of rock was to deliver him
 from the importunate fly. Neverthe-
 less the hermit paid with his life
 for the bear's friendly motives!
 The tragedy in Afghanistan may not

 be limited to this. The Russians them-
 selves might find getting out of the
 mud far more difficult, bloody and in
 the end humiliating than getting in.

 LETTER TO EDITOR

 Soviet Troops in

 Afghanistan

 WE, the undersigned, condemn the
 Soviet Union's occupation of Afghani-
 stan. With the help of over 40,000
 troops the Soviet Union has installed
 a puppet regime in Kabu!.

 The Soviet occupation of Afghani-
 stan is a threat to the Indian sub-
 continent and it is imperative that
 this region of South Asia be kept free
 of Super Power rivalries.

 We note that the Russian invasion
 of Afghanistan was carried out under
 the pretext of the Afghan-Soviet
 'Friendship' Treaty. This shows that
 such 'Friendship' treaties can be in-
 struments of Soviet interference in the
 internal affairs of other countries. We,
 too, have a Friendship Treaty with
 the Soviet Union; we must see that
 the treaty will not be used to snatch
 away from us our sovereignty and
 freedom.

 We call upon all patriotic and
 democratic Indians to demand the
 immediate withdrawal of Soviet
 troops from Afghanistan and to sup-
 port the Afghan people's resistance to
 Soviet occupation. If the Soviet oc-
 cupation is not vacated, then the
 Moscow Olympics should be boycott-
 ed.

 ALoo DASTUR, DURGA BHAGWAT,
 VIJAY TENDULKAR, DHIREN NARAIN,
 MANORAMA SAVUR, S H DESHPANDE,
 S P MOHANTY, VASANTHI RAMAN,
 P V M DESAI, R SRINIVASAN, K P
 MODI, P M KAMATH, R N BILLI-
 MORIA, RITU DIWAN, A N OZA, L K
 DESHPANDE, P P DESAI, K NARAYAN,
 J P DIXIT, S CHABRIA, V B GODRE.
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